
  AUTHORIZATION TO CONDUCT FLIGHT OPERATIONS IN 
 CLASS F SPECIAL USE RESTRICTED AIRSPACE 
 CYR518 NIAGARA FALLS, ONTARIO, CANADA 
 
 
Pursuant to the Canadian Aviation Regulations, subsection 601.04(2), Niagara Helicopters 
Limited (Air Operator Certificate No. 6092) of 3731 Victoria Avenue, Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, Canada,  is hereby authorized to conduct flight operations using helicopters in Class F 
Special Use Restricted Airspace CYR 518, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada, subject to the 
conditions specified in Schedules I, II, III and IV. 
 
In this Authorization a reference to variable information in a radio transmission such as aircraft 
call sign, position, or altitude will be indicated by square brackets e.g. [aircraft call sign]. The 
pilot shall transmit the information described within the square brackets that pertains to the flight 
e.g. “Niagara 1”. 
 
Where this authorization refers to “pilot” it shall be taken as “pilot-in-command”. 
 
 
 Schedule I 
 
Equipment and Markings 
 
1. Each helicopter shall be equipped with an altitude encoding (Mode C) transponder. 
 
2. Each helicopter shall be equipped with navigation and anti-collision lights. 
 
3. Each helicopter shall have conspicuous paint schemes on the upper surface of their main 

rotor blades, consisting of alternating bands of contrasting colour. 
 
 
 Schedule II 
 
Certification and Training 
 
1. (a) Niagara Helicopters Limited Operations Manual shall include the following: 
 

(i) a detailed description both pictorial and narrative of the Scenic Falls Route (SFR); 
 

(ii) a detailed description both pictorial and narrative of the routes including altitudes 
pilots will use to enter and exit the SFR from and to the Company Heliport; 
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Certification and Training cont’d. 
 

(iii) a detailed description of the procedures to be followed in the event of deteriorating 
weather both on the routes to and from the SFR and while within the SFR; 

 
(iv) a detailed description of the training program with respect to the SFR; 

 
(v) approved training personnel; and 

 
(vi)  a true copy of this authority. 

 
(b) The Company Operations Manual information detailed in l (a) above shall be approved 

by the Transport Canada, Regional Manager, Commercial and Business Aviation, 
Ontario Region. No portion of this part of the Company Operations Manual shall be 
altered or amended without the approval of the said authority. 

 
2. Niagara Helicopters Limited shall not assign a pilot to duty on a flight within CYR 518 

unless that pilot has: 
 

(a) received a copy of that portion of the Company Operations Manual in which all routes, 
minima and procedures pertaining to operations within CYR518 have been included; 

 
(b) written and passed an examination covering operations within CYR518 in accordance 

with the approved training program contained in the Company Operations Manual; 
 

(c) received on a one-time basis and prior to flight operations within CYR518 a briefing on 
procedures to be followed within CYR518 given by a Transport Canada, 
Commercial and Business Aviation, Ontario Region, Helicopter Operations 
Inspector; 

 
(d) received ground training and flight training from the Chief Pilot or approved Training 

Pilot on the routes and altitudes to be flown in accordance with the Company 
Operations Manual; and 

 
(e) been certified in her/his individual training record to be "proficient" by the Chief Pilot 

or the approved Training Pilot in accordance with the approved training program 
contained in the Company Operations Manual. 

 
3. Passengers shall not be carried on training flights. 
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 Schedule III 
 
Operational Requirements 
 
1. The ceiling as reported at the Niagara Falls International Airport (NFIA), is  at or above 

2900 feet above ground level (AGL). 
 
2. Notwithstanding condition 1 above, when the ceiling as reported at the NFIA  is below 2900 

feet AGL but at or above 2400 feet AGL, pilots shall enter the SFR at the cruising altitude 
of 2500 feet above sea level (MSL) and exit the scenic falls route at the cruising altitude of 
2500 feet MSL at the south exit. 

 
3. The weather minima shall be a flight visibility of not less than three (3) miles and the 

distance of an aircraft from cloud shall not be less than five hundred (500) feet vertically 
and one (1) mile horizontally. 

 
4. The Scenic Falls Route, is closed to all authorized Scenic Falls Route Tour Operators  when 

the ceiling as reported at the NFIA is  below 2400 feet above ground level (AGL). 
 
5. All commercial flights shall be conducted in daylight. 
 
6. All flights shall be conducted in accordance with VFR. 
 
7. The pilot shall set the aircraft altimeter, prior to entering CYR518, to the altimeter setting 

provided by, in order of priority: 
 

(a) the NFIA Automatic Terminal Information Service (ATIS) (frequency 120.8 MHz) or, 
if the ATIS is unavailable; 

 
(b) the NFIA Air Traffic Control (ATC) Tower (frequency 118.5 MHZ) or, if the NFIA 

Control Tower is not in operation; 
 

(c) the Buffalo International Airport ATC Tower (frequency 120.5 MHz). 
 
8. The pilot shall ensure that the transponder, the Mode “C” function of the transponder, all 

navigation lights and anti-collision lights are selected on and serviceable prior to entering 
CYR518. 

 
9. The pilot shall follow the Rotorcraft SFR depicted in Attachment “A” and described in the 

Company Operations Manual. 
 
10. The pilot shall not conduct narration while in CYR518. 
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Operational Requirements cont’d. 
 
11. The pilot shall remain clear of the SFR if entering the Route would result in more than six 

(6) helicopters operating in the Rotorcraft SFR. 
 
12. The pilot shall: 
 

(a) enter the SFR at the cruising altitude of 2500 feet above sea level (ASL); and 
 

(b) depart the SFR at: 
 

(I) the cruising altitude of 3000 feet ASL when departing at the "North Exit" or 
 

(ii) the cruising altitude of 2500 feet ASL when departing at the "South Exit" and 
maintain a heading of 120o until clear of CYR518. 

 
13. The pilot shall operate the helicopter at indicated airspeeds between 80kts/92mph and 

120kts/138mph while in the Helicopter SFR. 
 
14. The pilot shall maintain a minimum of one half (½)  mile in trail horizontal spacing from the 

preceding aircraft when in CYR518. 
 
15. The pilot shall maintain a listening watch on frequency 122.05 MHz before entering and 

while within CYR518. 
 
16. The pilot shall broadcast the aircraft’s position, on frequency 122.050 MHz, prior to 

entering and upon departing the SFR at the points designated in Table 1. 
 
 Table 1
 
 
 POINT 

 
 TRANSMISSION 

 
1. One (1) nautical mile prior to entering the 

SFR at the Rainbow Bridge. 

 
“[Call sign] One mile [direction] of Rainbow” 

 
2. Entering the SFR over the midpoint of the 

Rainbow Bridge. 

 
“[Call sign] Entering Rainbow” 

 
3. Exiting the SFR at the North Exit”, over the 

midpoint of the Rainbow Bridge. 

 
“[Call sign] Exiting Rainbow” 

 
4. Exiting the SFR at the South Exit”, at Goat 

Island. 

 
“[Call sign] Exiting Goat Island at 2500 feet” 
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Operational Requirements cont’d. 
 
17. The pilot shall provide position reports to other aircraft with respect to specific checkpoints, 

when information on the position of the aircraft is requested.  These check points are as 
follows: 

 
(a) Goat Island; 

 
(b) Climbing; 

 
(c) Control Gate; and 

 
(d) Horseshoe Falls. 

 
Flight Procedures in Deteriorating Weather Conditions 
 
1. If the weather conditions deteriorate or are reported as deteriorating by another pilot (via a 

"Weather diversion" radio transmission from another rotorcraft or an aeroplane) to less 
than those conditions described in Schedule III, Section 3. of this Authorization, one of the 
following procedures shall be followed. 

 
(a) Prior to the Rainbow Bridge 

 
(I) Pilots shall adjust the altitude as required to remain clear of cloud, transmit the 

following message and return to the Company Heliport: 
 

“Weather diversion, [Aircraft call sign] exiting [direction] at [position] returning to 
the heliport at [altitude]. Scenic Route Closed.” 

 
(b) South of the Rainbow Bridge - Prior to the South Exit 

 
(I) Pilots shall adjust the altitude as necessary to remain clear of cloud, exit the SFR  

via the south exit point maintaining heading 120o to exit CYR518, circumnavigate 
CYR518 and return to the Company Heliport, avoiding any confliction with the 
Aeroplane SFR.  Transmit the following radio message: 

 
“Weather Diversion, [Aircraft call sign] exiting south returning to the heliport at 
[altitude].  Scenic route closed.” 
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Operational Requirements cont’d. 
 

(c) After Passing the South Exit Point 
 

(I) Pilots shall adjust the altitude as required to remain clear of cloud and transmit the 
following radio message: 

 
“Weather diversion, [Aircraft call sign] at [position]  levelling at [altitude] 
proceeding to the Rainbow exit.  Scenic route northbound closed and all aircraft 
report position to ensure separation.” 

 
(d) Returning to the Heliport after the Rainbow Bridge Exit 

 
(I) Pilots shall proceed via a direct route to the Company Heliport and transmit the 

following radio message: 
 

“Weather diversion, [Aircraft call sign] exiting Rainbow at [altitude] returning 
direct to the Company Heliport.  Scenic route northbound closed.” 

 
2. When aircraft have landed, flights shall be resumed only when a weather report from NFIA 

weather station indicates a ceiling of 2400 feet (AGL) or better and a route weather check 
has been conducted by a company pilot to ensure the route weather is in accordance with 
this authority. No passengers shall be carried on weather check flights. 

 
 
 ‘NOTE’ 
 

Pilots are reminded that this is a VFR operation - ‘SEE AND BE SEEN’. Pilots are 
advised to be vigilant, exercise sound airmanship and maintain a lookout for other 
aircraft when conducting flight operations within CYR518. 

 
 Schedule IV 
 
User Meetings 
 
Niagara Helicopters Limited Chief Pilot or the Director of Flight Operations (Operations 
Manager) or designate thereof  shall attend all meetings called by the Transport Canada, 
Regional Manager Commercial and Business Aviation, Ontario Region for the purpose of 
discussing operational issues concerning CYR518 and the SFRs.  There will be at least a pre-
season meeting. 
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 Period of Validity 
 
 
1. This authorization is valid effective 0001 hours March 28, 2007 This authority supersedes 

and revokes all previously issued like authorities. 
 
2. This authorization shall remain valid until the earliest of: 
 

(I) the date on which any condition set out in this authorization is breached; or 
 

(ii) the date on which this exemption is revoked in writing, by the Minister where he is of 
the opinion that it is no longer in the public interest or it is likely to affect aviation 
safety. 

 
 
Dated at Mississauga, Canada this 28th day of March 2007. 
 
 
 
Original signed by: 
 
 
 
Joseph Szwalek  
Regional Manager 
Commercial and Business Aviation 
Ontario Region 
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 REQUIREMENTS OF AEROPLANE OPERATORS 
 USING THE AEROPLANE SCENIC FALLS ROUTE (SFR) 
 
 
This appendix is provided so that authorized helicopter Air Operators will know requirements 
specific to aeroplanes operations in the Aeroplane SFR. Only differences are reported here. All 
requirements not specific to aircraft type (aeroplane or rotorcraft) are common to both types. 
 
 Schedule III 
 
1. The pilot of an aeroplane shall remain clear of the Aeroplane SFR if entering the Route 

would result in more than six (6) aeroplanes operating in the Aeroplane SFR. 
 
2. An aeroplane shall depart the SFR at: 
 

(I) the cruising altitude of 3000 feet ASL when departing at the "North Exit"; or 
 

(ii) depart the SFR at the cruising altitude of 2500 feet ASL when departing at the "South 
Exit" and maintain a heading of 260o until reaching the Welland River. 

 
3. The pilot of an aeroplane shall broadcast the aircraft's position, on frequency 122.05MHz, 

prior to entering and upon leaving the Aeroplane SFR at the points designated in Table 1. 
 
 Table 1 - Aeroplanes 
 
 
 POINT 

 
 TRANSMISSION 

 
1. One (1) nautical mile prior to entering 

the SFR over the Thorold Stone Road 
and the Hydro Power Canal bridge. 

 
"[Call sign] one mile [direction] of Power 
Canal". 

 
2. Entering the SFR over the Thorold Stone 

Road and the Hydro Power Canal bridge. 

 
“[Call sign] Entering Power Canal” 

 
3. Exiting the SFR at the “South Exit”, 

southbound at the Welland River. 

 
“[Call sign) Exiting south at 2500 feet.” 
 

 
4. Exiting the SFR at the North Exit”,   

northbound. 

 
“[Call sign] Exiting Power Canal 3000 feet.” 
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4. Position Reports - Aeroplanes 
 

1. The pilot shall provide position reports to other aircraft with respect to specific check 
points, when information on the position of the aircraft is requested.  The check points 
are: 

 
(a) Highway 420 Southbound; 

 
(b) Teardrop climbing; 

 
(c) Teardrop level; and 

 
(d) Highway 420 northbound. 

 
5. Flight Procedures in Deteriorating Weather Conditions - Aeroplanes 
 

1. The pilot shall adjust the altitude to remain clear of cloud and exit the SFR and 
CYR518 avoiding any confliction with the Rotorcraft Scenic Falls Route.  The pilot 
shall transmit the following radio message. 

 
“Weather diversion, [Aircraft call sign] exiting [direction] at [position and altitude]. 
Scenic route closed.” 
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APPENDIX 2 

 
 

LIST OF EFFECTIVE PAGES to: 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO CONDUCT FLIGHT OPERATIONS IN CLASS F SPECIAL 
USE RESTRICTED AIRSPACE CYR 518, NIAGARA FALLS, ONTARIO. 

 
 
The revision status of this Document is contained in the following list of effective pages. All 
changes since the original approval shall be listed here. 
 
   Page Numbers  Revision Effective Date 
 
 1 of 7  original  March 28, 2007 
 2 of 7  original March 28, 2007 
 3 of 7  original  March 28, 2007 
 4 of 7  original  March 28, 2007 
 5 of 7  original  March 28, 2007 
 6 of 7  original March 28, 2007 
 7 of 7  original March 28, 2007 
Appendix 1 1 of 2  original March 28, 2007  
 2 of 2  original March 28, 2007 
Appendix 2 1 of 1  original March 28, 2007 
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